
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



71 

All but a few of the rarer or less important species were dis- 
cussed from the standpoint of geographical distribution and rela- 
tions to soil, water, climate, fire, etc. Fire as an environmental 
factor has hitherto received scant attention, partly because it is 
commonly regarded as a mere accident, and partly because it is 
not easy to experiment with. But the different species of conifers 
differ widely in their relations to fire, and it seems that for almost 
every type of coniferous forest there is a normal or optimum 
frequency of fire, varying from perhaps once in two or three 
years to once or twice in a century. The paper was illustrated 
by 47 lantern slides. 

Meeting adjourned. 

B. O. Dodge, 

Secretary 



NEWS ITEMS 

William Ruggles Gerard died suddenly in New York City, 
February 26, 1914. He was born in Newburgh, N. Y., March 29, 
1 84 1, and in boyhood entered the employ of a druggist in Pough- 
keepsie; he remained in the same business until finally he became 
proprietor of a drug store in that city. He began the study of 
fungi at a time when few American botanists had devoted at- 
tention to that group of plants, his first descriptions of new 
species appearing in the Bulletin of the Torrey Botanical Club 
for October, 1873, before the publication of the earliest myco- 
logical papers of Burrill, Ellis, Farlow, or Morgan. In the 
following year he was one of the founders of the Poughkeepsie 
Society of Natural Science, in whose Proceedings a number of his 
botanical papers were published. In 1877 he removed to New 
York City, where he was an active member of the Torrey Botan- 
ical Club for some years. Before the death of William H. Leggett, 
the founder and editor of the Bulletin, Mr. Gerard was made 
assistant editor, and he followed him as editor, filling that office 
from April, 1882, to December, 1885. In later years he was 
interested in the derivation of plant names, especially those of 
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American Indian origin, and contributed papers on this subject 
to Garden #• Forest in 1895 and 1896. Otherwise his botanical 
studies seem to have ended with the year 1885. 

Miss Jean Broadhurst has been awarded the degree of Doctor 
of Philosophy by Cornell University and has been appointed 
assistant professor of biology at Teachers College. 

Dr. and Mrs. N. L. Britton and party have returned from bo- 
tanical explorations in Porto Rico. 

We learn from Science that Professor Charles E. Bessey, of the 
University of Nebraska, is spending the month of March at the 
Desert Botanical Laboratory of the Carnegie Institution near 
Tucson, Arizona. Professor Bessey plans to study and collect 
material of numerous species of the desert flora. While he is 
away Dr. R. J. Pool is in charge of the department of botany at 
the University of Nebraska. 

Dr. Simon Schwendener, professor of botany at Berlin, has 
celebrated his eighty-sixth birthday. 

It is stated in Science that Mr. J. Adams, assistant in botany 
in the Royal College of Science, Dublin, has been appointed to a 
position under the Canadian government. 



